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the way to Heaven be through piety, truth, justice, and
charity, she is there."

The good lady had, it would seem, some little anxieties
of the common kind about her son. She thought him in
danger of falling in love with a certain Betty Jones, who,
however, escaped the perils of being wife to a man of
genius, and married an innkeeper. Some forty years
later, Betty Jones, now PerMns, appealed to Swift to help
her in some family difficulties, and Swift was ready to
" sacrifice five pounds" for old acquaintance' sake. Other
vague reports of Swift's attentions to women seem to have
been flying about in Leicester. Swift, m noticing them,
tells his correspondent that he values " his own entertain*
ment beyond the obloquy of a parcel of wretched fools,"
which he " solemnly pronounces " to be a fit description of
the inhabitants of Leicester. He had, he admits, amused
himself with flirtation; but he has learnt enough, "with-
out going half a mile beyond the University," to refrain
from thoughts of matrimony. A " cold temper " and the
absence of any settled outlook are sufficient dissuasives.
Another phrase in the same letter is characteristic: " A
person of great honour in Ireland (who was pleased to
stoop so low as to look into my mind) used to tell me that
my mind was like a conjured spirit, that would do mis-
chief if I did not give it employment." He allowed him-
self these little liberties, he seems to infer, by way of dis-
traction for his restless nature. But some more serious
work was necessary, if he was to win the independence so
earnestly desired, and to cease to be a burden upon his
mother. Where was he to look for help ?book, " the last barrier
